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E whoſe Names are ſubſcribed, do Te- 

ſtifie, That we have often ſeen Mr. 7 ho- 
m4 Spatchet in many ſtrange and violent Fitts, 
fome of which difabled him for joyning with 
others in Religious Exerciſes, as Praying,Preach- 
ing, &«. concluded to be by Witchcraft : And 
many others in theſe Parts can teſtific the ſame: 


Witneſs our Hands May the 4th. 1693. 
Richard Whincop. 
Daniel Sheppard. 
John Felle. 
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ſtifie, That we have often ſeen Mr. 7 ho- 
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A Preface to the Chriſtian Reader. 
TM fol 'owing Narrative ard Letter concerning the Caſe of Mr. 
.& Spatcher, ro che Poſtſcript I did” draw "ip many Tear5.4 
when the matters were freſh in Memory. © 1 my Self was an Eye-Witneſs 
of mary of his Fits,” «rd there "are ukers (not a few ) yet aliue bout 
Walpaole «n4 Cookly: who:ean' arteft rbem'; So 2 the matter of 
Fatt bath convircing Exvidencer, ard i undeniable in the Subſt avite of. it, 
| There are Atheiſtical and Irreligivus Perſons tir thu Age, which 
wau'd perſwade ws that all ſuch matters are Cheats, or come on'y from 
A Natural Cauſe. \ Eagan PAW is AN v\ QoL \y «YR ; 
; » If ſome be: Chrars | 11d" Conreenfe$tt, "nuft all be fo? Surely not. br 
is not imaginoble that this ſhould be 'a Cheat, for 'Yhe*diſhenſaticn was 
fo Stupendonaiand Terrible; that nd' Man windd Volant arity bqve been 
biaſſed by Intereſt; or bired into ſuch a Condition: fir\ frch 4Mumber of 
Tears whatever Worldly advantage could be lajd before him. 
if. ſome ſtrange Convoulſive Motions may be from a Natural Cauſe, 
3:4 exth.in this: Perfon\ in part, yeb it i Irrational (to Fink, rhat the 
Principal) or clvief of this aniifuab Fits ſhould be +edacibie thereunts, 
Men might.rore probably ſay; that the ſore Boils which Job wa ſmit- 
ten with were from-a. Natural diffenper,” ind tor from Satan, fob L7. 
Many of theſe Motion: were beyond Ar. Sparthets chill (as b 
ating the part of a. Drummer, a Muſician ) others were apparently it 
voluntary, even againſt his own Life, others not only Morally, but 
Natarally impoſſtble (wit houtSuperadded ſtrength ) as far tranſtenditg 
his Natxral power 3 which togerber with the ſpeedy recovery, (in @ qua 
ter or half an hour after the removal of the Fs) front ſuch" Foy ment- 
ing Wracking 'Pains.by Violent Diftorting'of © Limbs, ſufficiently ' ar+ 
gre its not proceeding meerly from a Natural bodily diftemiper. © © 
Ta this 1 might add what | my ſelf ard 'niy Friend Mr. William 
Bidbank (a Hinifer) did obſerve in another Famous Caſe at Low- 
Noft,z where divers perſons ( nor titty Diſſenters but * alſo other?) had 
Tortaring Fits; "and raiſed or Vomittd many Pitts, all Wrankled and 
bent, ſo a "could nor: obſerve rwo Pits of whſe which't Nwthar hers 
tent in the ſame manner. »4 \ Wt | \i* \vs% py + | AR it dy. 
. Can any imagine that theſe Pins were from a Natur dl Cafe, onen 
5 


* 
- 


ared in their Bagys and thus bent ?. and when ddvers of the 
rogerher at the ſame timegjf ane rivoveve and Bd but pd bd 
upon the other ry rhey wonldl\immediately recrver, and Ve 
Surely theſe things may be enough to evince that theſe this 
"a ” be. "þ+ Jy 


i 


ox Ve. 


11,9 \ ke Epiie tothe Reddcr, 

. And loſe wſtoft Witches bad their Tryal before that Renowng A, 
C antiviu and Tudiciow Tudge: Hale, were fad guilty:and Executed, 
914.4 et perſons: reed, we hope 44, 48 avſwer of Prayer Solemnly 
made there on os &ccOngit of the per 5 before ſo.ſorelySifited. 

Tt,t ,Feq 14jn b then that if thaſe, things were nit - rheenly from a Nat u- 
Fal Cay es then. ehe y. muſt e Dijabolical,, And in the _ inſtance of 
Mr. Sparchetzi/ pena oubs raps bring confeſſed by the Witch ber ſelf. 

would there ore C ayes [uch as are Witeh-Advocates to take beed 
of being incre , Mockgrs and Deriders at ſuch things," left the 
Lorg leave them.tofind by ſad nya that. FOerenre Jnebwicksd 
Cre er in the Þ Poeld. *<4 +, 

5p" ould. ſtumble. at-it, that rhe ons egy as Mr, Spatcher, 
ud f uffer by. "6g hands of #tches, ſuch Children of the Devil. 

Let them know, that God,. (for Wiſe.ends ) permitted Satan (orely 
to affi bu ANT Job.; F+ eu who bes a Teſtimony from * mouth 

kimel} Th ears A. 1}. 14 Hat ww an Uuprig man, 

x [Pt and eſchew eth Ws yea,be bad a high Ence- 
7 oy none like him upon the Earth."\ Andif a 'Godly man 

manga deeply ſuf er by the hand of Witches why may not Sata be per- 
ve-As, to taks ga of # gracious man ?- may he not do that as well 


as tramnform haumſelf into an --ngel of light ? This is the Comfort of Be- 
ber (ike God doth. limit. Sat an-and fet bounds to him, that he 'car 
Rt farther than God, will permit. aim, © As ta Mr. Sparchets 
Et after. 3 Wag Pear of the Witeb:s. 1 would anſwer, | he hail 
1 have been infarmed «what che Witch [atd de- 
pg p: 4 —_— \be.dyedy yet he would not be free, for 0- 
7s « bandin bis trouble, 4s well as ſhe. 
ſy! he been importuned by 4 Perſon of yality and divers others, to 
this Tragical.Story tobe: publiſhed, 4s. being :ſeaſonablt in his. 
fo are \of, tyre- Id ſpell be gladvif it may be bleſſed to the awakening 
pl es ppt Fre aur _ the; Body Foodurgand 
te 0 
of it may *be rendered uſe al towards excipiug ue-19 admire God in 
Tom ſyob Bodily Sufferigys' by bis 1 rmments, and for 
5-auer. bis \tenprarions hy Feſwe:Chrift ; IDA thar it 
Rear hims: Hieds We 2's fn 


" ; "1 oy, dt * VICE (\ 1 x. IR v7 PK bw t0Srve th thee? FOLS on 
wa S+\: + d9\ Bud 335555 I OP -\ etetbe Goſpel, | 
= SAM PETTO, 


Fool 4." . 7.11 
”A'Letter to a Friend.” 
SIR, 

Pa O. U' ave very deſirous to obtain a faithful Narrative (a Ca- 
- pite ad Calcem) o theſe wongerful and; almoſt unparalled 
1 Fits, wherewith Mr. Thomas Spgechet wai afflitted . for ſome 
years': I here preſent it to your view, as 4 matter ghat deſer- 
veth to be Whd in remembrance in Ages to come. 

1 have lived "ome Miles diſt ant from” the place of his abode; but 
yet coming ofrep ' thereabouts, 1 had the advantage to be an Eye-wit- 
neſs of a greeh part \of what Fas u find in 0s Sto ,. and” 10000 I, bad 
from his own onb; or, he was alwayi ee 0 declare bow x [+ 
with him befqre many Witneſſes, \ 

"The pts x paſſages. feemed to, me fo mrkal, 1 ; from" t oy 


rime 1 could not but commit them to writin Fo) for a Mortal L 
and 1 ſuppoſe e ' ſome others have. done the like, yea many i they 


C . 
4 


haye not . might hav Fn] iy. for Tn ws 1 ng private buſenfs, 
but Fake 're TR # this C J 
ay | ſubmit, i ir +4, you LE oh 216K her price from s Nat or af 


Caſe, | 
He Y- nderh YN blng "gs bs "Vis head (within aittritived y Ws 
Religious erg i ſome times, eſpecially if he travelleth beyond | bis 
ly 
4d4.ng "od the t this, that the wording of i it is not dfl his, 
artly wine, ad t trefore muſt crave excuſe for failures there- 
ah br have. expreſſed as cleatly As, "cold Thoſe wonderful Works of 
Goa, ant am gl4d 1 can tell Jos. Hl barb made the latrereend, 
betreh thah the beginning. 
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_..A Myſterious Providence. 


Chap. | of the, Lineage, Birth, andformerplace of abode of My, Tho- 
mas Spatchet,: rogerher with ſoc remarkable Providences he met 
with, in Infancy, and afterwards, 


Ci H E purpoſe and.deſign of this Undertaking is, to give. a 


faithful” Narrative and true Relation, . of the extraorgh.- 

\bary, and almoſt unparaltel'd bodily Affitions;* which 

(of late years) "an Eminent Servant of Chrift hath be& 

exerciſed with, by a variety of violent ' and torturing” Fits, he 

Hifory whereof may be admirably uſeful for the Ariking con- 
pig and aſtoniſhment into the hearts of Sinners, and eſpecial] 

who are.of an Atheiftica! Spirit, hardly faded thar there 

wu ber a G d.ora vil, ere they may rea h 5 and if this 

0 


True Chry, tans, who 
Tay, labour under. 


if 5h 'the green Tree, what will be done Fr phe hone khY Ie,may al ally: 


ce che Mp LEO Nengs and Gen {olat 502 
exerciſed in pl lik e £ Rio, 


drabtings ang d efobnd dency of Fir upon - that account, crying - 


No ſorrow like wir ſorrow ; here. they may ſee ge voe dear 
col F fog? _ be. ina like c Or [edaaitjon: je of God is " 


x2ltation. | 
ay by CRnduee OL x J's in- leation (RAE 1 | Rena be 


wonde arg Salvations, which aye N 
Bur ir may not þe.amils to loo 93; . androuc] bod. : fore 
going part of his Life. e | 
His Name is. Mr.'Thomas Spatcbet; he. was, born 7! Yi the 


midſt of rhe Month HL Tannery: 1614 and ha been, Bayliff twice 
in that EAA e Martine T Me. @ f Dunwich 1 in theCounty | 0 uffolk;; 


his F Fath ers.N James Sparcher, 'his Grandfathers 


Name was Mr. R obert Sy Mi of Dwrwich, who was a- very pru- 
dent man, and converſed-mych with Sir Edward Coke, late Lord 
Chief Juſtice. .... . .- 
The aforeſaid Mr. Thomas Spatchet is one, whom the ſpecial 
Providence @f C God hagh watched over for good,' even from his 
hildh60d: 
Y He had almoſt a miraculous preſervation in his very Infancy ; 
' for, being then carried by a Servant carelefly upon her ſhoulders, 
in 
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wa Yardfet with Stone; ſhe qo > , he fell over her head. 
and pitched bis. bead ? an a Stone, whereby his SkylF was broken, 
and the wound fo deep and dangerous, thar the, mark is tif} ap- 
parent; there is a great ſeam to be ſeen'on the left fide of his 
Head, downtowards the out(ide of his Eye, and the upper part of 
it turneth like a ſquare about the mid(t of the fore-part of his 
Head ; it feemeth to be two Inches or more both ways. But here 
the Lord had given his Angels ſuch a charge concerning him,ghac 
altho' he daſhed his head ayain(t 2 ſtone, yet he was preterv d and 
kept from this threatned death, and delivered, that he-mightde- 
Clare the mighty Works of God: Lanta 

- -Afterward when he was between 21, and.22 years of Age; being 
ina married ftate, geing toa Well (in the fame Yard where he 
had the aforementioned fall) upon occafion to draw Water ; the 
Pully and Bucket falling, he fell with them headlong into the bot- 


' comofthe Well,which was about 21 yards wp ( Water there- 


in was at that time about knee deep; but the All-wife God fo di- 
rected his fall, chat he miſſed the bucker, che fatr,and great tones 
at the bottom (which were afterward ſeen there ) elſe his brains 
had been daſh'd our; the Lord bronght him our of this horrible 
Pir,and fince hath picched his Soul upon the Rock of ARS 
_ A Mangoing down,found him zading on his fetched 
him upzbur when he came'to the Air,hegrew very 11,,and kept his 
Bed many days afcer this his retirement inro the Chambers of 
Death 3 he having beer but 2 little while in the bowels of che 
Earth (that whilſt he was alive he might have a foretaſt of the 
Grave) he hardly knew how to live in the common Air any lon- 
er ; but the Lord had incendments to make his Power known in 
is reftorarion ; he had further work for him to do, and more for 
him-to ſuffer” and therefore alctho' the dreadful effects of this 
fallbegan now to ſhew chemfelves in a Urin red ike blood, and raa- 
ny other diftempers of body,ſuch as at firſt he could not nurn him- 


 ſelfin his-bed,yer a Vein being opened,and other means us'd,with 


a Divine bleſſing I he to far recovered within the ſpace 
of a'month,as he wasable to go 2 little about the houſe,and 6 by 
eesrecurned ho gel meaſure” of healch-again. 
£15 not'ro be p in (lence, what mercy was mixt with this. 
{ad difpenſation, chat in -this dingerous fall not one of his bones 
ws brokenz chiac hand that held Rope loſt ſome felh, almoſt 
- to 


A Myſterious. Providence. 


4 
rathebone, andhe had a.hole in bis wreſt; 2 range an the fore- 
head, and.theskip beaten off his ankles, no ocher-hurt outwardly 
apvexia runes bead or ellerthere, the skin not-ſo much 2s 


o de 27 4for obſervation that a Woman in the ſame Town 
fan! z8 into a Well, was taken up alive, bur ſoon died. 
p.m in his Boar of Bulruthes being laid by the Rivers brink, 
ed, Exod. 2.3. and this is x ay Record for after $3 
and Neely che > 0 rr of this in falling into the 
Say with mauy {oſtruments of cearch acrending him, deſeryechs co 
ad in everlaſting remembrance. 


— Cc 
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Chip. It. Of bis Fits, their beginning and continuance e for ſome time 3 
Benumming, Shaking, Skipping. 


n= 


I* pleaſed the Lord after walkin cone him. ach 2varis 
ty of merciful Providences, - at laſt by his Spirieto bring him 
into a ſaving acquaintance.with himſelf in his! Son | Jeſas Chriſt, 
through the exceeding great and precious Promiſes of the Golpel; 
with what brightneſs che Grace of Chriſt hath ſhined forth in his 
converſation, to the refreſhing the bowels of other Chriſtians, is 
well known to thoſe, who have had, No advantage to converſe 
with him. Pot. many, Years: Meh. v bal kconverſation-hath-been 
found with hit; as. (the? he ha 185-common to all men 
and Chriſtians, yet) men who gl the ſtricteſt obſervation 
thereof, and havepryed into it with che moſt curious Eye, could 
not deſcry. atiy Apoltacy or Back(liding z his ſteps have not viſibly 
declined ffomrhe ways ofGod tothis days yet theLord(whoſe ways 
are in the deep,yhiche6th great things and unſearchable; rharvel- 
lousrhings wittiour number 7ob,'5- .).hath in thoſe. acter;years 
ſhewedhim great. and ſore troubles, Jed him. in unwonted paths, 
whichfew have known,tryed him with avariety,of ſerange.ifnot 
unpreſidenred violent Fits,the riſe,pr rels,& end:whereaf'\ (a far 
as can be remembred) will be rehearled, in theſe- following lines: 

About the month of March 1660. as he was ſpeaking to-ſame, he 
found a mutation or Seerirign, in; his head,: cay{ihg:fucha failove 
either in the uſe of his under canding memory or ſenſes (call it 
what you will), as put him to a ſtand, e.Was At a. los, k knew not 


how ro 80 on, 10 ſpeaking what he. intended to his friends; We 


quick] 


— 
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kl roar | in; and not- long after (the fame day) was at 

loſs again, 2 grindiog pain round about the crown 

of his ave near half way domnnart (as (as he hath done ever fince 

ppon ſuch occaſions) it was not violent,but moderate andeeafie ro 

be born 3 this to his head hath heen anſwerable to the jarring of 

the eibow by a blow ; much differing always from the ordiaary 
pain of the heas, v ichout beiching, 

Here was the ri/e of all the inſuing Tribulations ; from fo ſnalla 
beginoing, hath {pruog all.rboſe lublequene troubles which have 
been aſroniſhing.co the be 

I might have noted (once for all) chat faace, the aforeſaid pain 
hath (omerimes laſted cyo-or three hours afcer he hath been well 
recovered out of thoſe Fits. 

But to proceed, the next.day after he was firſt taken (8&fince) 
he was ſubje&t P the ſame-diſtemper;to bear a loſ$upon (peaking; 
yet went up and down that, week,and when he did fer about Relt- 
gious duties, 2s-Prayer, he could go but alittle way- without fau 
tring and failing therein, - + 

The fame (pring, he ſeemed to have inward nippings and ſmi- 
tings in his. head, which cauſed. a great amazement and aſtoniſh- 
ment in him, and hath. continyed jn ſome- degree: long fince, ' at 
times; and bath hindred free and uninterrupted exercils of his 
underſtanding;orxather t ncakforechs | ; for itwas nor'f6 mbch 
afailin ing in perception gr apprcy things, . as inability for 
|: 100, he kngw what he would-ſay,znd what-others{2id or 

did;but conld not utter it ; he was diabled for proceeding at pre- 
ſeat in whathe w ould ſay ;. ſo that it ſeemetrh to be rather a fail- 
ing of ſpeech than. of un erltagding. ag tou 40 


T's: Benuming by. 2, Gal a could meiches fi has To pn nor 
riſe Rom the ſeat 


ving a El while rogether, yr et then _ _ Sf, his 
reeth faſt ſet, that it,was di Neale (is (it any thing were pabiinco-his 
mouth})-to El the hog. eicher-ig og aut: his nether chap ſoihe- 

tines wou! ig man is in; a. ſ\woundzcand then im- 


—_ it ln Ty come outward: : Sometimes theſe; benumming 
d continue ewoor three hours; , Theny /- 


Fits wu 
23. i 
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2. H- moderate ſhaking. followe4( when it came outward ) like ; 
Palſy ; and: then it would proceed to a ſhaking with violence, firft 
hishead, his Body then m—_ ſti! 3- then from the Neck to the 
Middle, his Head that time ſtanding fill, afrer this from the 
Middle downward thaking (in great Violence; 'and+in that rime 
his head and other upper parts would Rand till; after this one 
Leg would thake and no other part, and then his whole Body, 
Chairand all.in Vioient Motion. 

.. Beforg the ſheking* fits came, bu hands would betifted up, and caft 
down upon his knees, beating thenrfor ſome time. | 

» Afterwards his leggs and feer wonld move with "much agility and 
harmony,in fits ſtr1king upon the ground as if in ringing of Bells, 
1, 2, 3, 4, 5. without Changes, a great while together ; ſume- 
times as:if in playing in Muſick, diverie Mufical Tages, and keep- 
ing orderly ſtops, «/rhough he never was acquainted with the rt 0 
Muſick, cannot diſtinguiſh the Tunes if theybe played on Mafic 
Inſtruments 3 yet fuch as were. with him-in his Fits, and knew 
the Tunes, were able by their hearing the beating of his Feet to 
diſcerne his acting the parc of a Mufician therein: His Feer 
would ſtrike 7 or 8 times or oftener, one Foot firſt and than the 
other an(«ering imediately after, exceptwhere the Tune requir- 
ed to have _it> otherwiſe, and 'in ringing, -his 'Feer every ſt-oak 
had-a (ſeveral place of the ground, 'in-its ſetting down. 
Ai he hath by the bearing-of his Feet'in his Firs, aedrhbe 
partof « Drammer,Sounding a Call; # March, a Retrear;” &c, Yer 
he never did Drum, nor doth he ktiow ( if he hearech a Drum 

. beat) how todiftinguith thoſe each -from- other. 

After this, his whole Body hath been oftex in impetuous motion, his 
Hands and Feet flyng.abour'wizh grear ſwiftge(s, with ſucha 
variety af Motion'as'is unexpreffible, rillhe hath ſometimes fallen 
out;of his Ghair; and if'he hath fo fallen, alchovgh mm the heighc 
of: the-Fit, yet.it hath-preſencly left him, 4&7 et 

Ar firſt he had but two or three of theſe fits in a day. then - 
they came to Four in aday conſtantly, and fo continued week by 
week, .and- month by month; and when Four in a day, cfian each | 
of them were two Hours in z day,” and-ſorterimey he hit hatf an 

xeſpite:berween, at other times 2 quarter of an hoar, arid it 
mry be one day ina Month or Five weeks wirtour a Fit. 

Thea they altered from'4'to 5 in a day,and thn to 6 or 7or $, 
an 
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and fo on to 20 or more ina day, but thencame to be ſhorter 
when more in number, yet in-the ſame manner for actions as a- 


foreſaid. .. After he comming to-be : (ores out with being in the 
Chair, he didlie down-on 2 Bed, and riling to come offhis Bed, 


both Ieggs woul 4 go (fidewile-or not- at all; and then his whole 
Body. raiſed up two. Foot, Capering about in the Chamber, till 
he fell down, and then the fir left him. 

; Alſo he had Skipping or Jumping Fits, w herein ſometimes his 
Feet b being cloſe to gether his whole Body hath been lifted up, 
and his. Feer-from the ground ( as. hath been-{id-): rwo Footer 
moreſometimes right up & down often at other times: hath been 
lifred up.and.both-his legs carried (idewiſe at aigreatdiltanceavif 
he had jumped, and then back again as far ſidewilſe; thns a great 
while together till his {trength hath failed, and Spirits have been 
nk all. this. time bearing hiraſelf upon a (trong (aff ; If he 
been heaten.againt a Wall, or after, his ffirength hath fail- 
Ek air-hagh been (et, þebind, him-and he helped into'ir, 


then, he bachreited. there unll be hath been a-litdle revived; 
. Fave wat = benumpung him, than ſhaking, than rp- 
and as ſome-part hath. been playing or 
bh hath.been miceDEat Violence. 


vedaſied. laaje 5,6 0r 7 hours from 
+ 1 Qus hs;k Ave? many, Months 
10 ke Gros dee ma Was: oetalion to Sing oo ns and 


whole hee 3am: -or wide than Flint, bur alſo by 2 aggra- 
vation of this diſpen 


ciſes which did attend i, For the friſt year he bad forme hberty to 


_—_ hear the Pas and part of the Sermon, -and {o by Nees 
could not hear at all, 
Within a year and half or. thereabout (after his being firſt 
ane. with the Fits) he wp his liberty for any. ſuch a&tof dy: | 
he could not attend upon God in ng Religion Fareion, 9 
bo: as a quarter of an hour withque falling into Benamming, 


haking, 
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Shaking, and other violent Fits ; He could 9-- tg or or jo pad 


others in Prayer, not exerciſe himſelf about the word 
hear others Preach the word, not crevea Bleſſing oe ie os 
eating his Mear or give thanks afrer it, nor be [om when 0- 


thers acted herein { unleſs they were very Brief Toes Provencly: 
g-Fi 


he was-caſt into: thoſe aforementioned  Torturin 
This was ſuch a dark diſpenſation, as put the Wiſeſt men a 
thole of greare(t experience,and uncerſtanding in the ways of God 
coa ſtand, they: were ata loſs how to interpret theſe yt of 
God with him.3>chat a-man- whole heart was {o deeply 1 
for God and his Services, ſhould now- be uncapable's6f rift 
thereunto,. or be hindred ; nor by a decree of Man,''\but m Sri 
Providence of God. That he who had been ſo many years under 
2 new Birthyet ſhould now be thus diſabled for cryingunto God, 
that he who had ſo much of the Spirit of adoption as.a iricot 
Prayer, ſhould now be diſabled for crying 4bba; tot 
ly Father ;- this was ſuch a Myſerious Proyigence,' 


his ordinary proceeding, as it vas amezing it- 
But here was Mercy ftill1n tharwhen- 4 fuetr fughe Which 

ings might be diſcerned by-Nanders by/ yet his/P Te 
_ Heaver-ward, in' inward —_— _ —_—_ of Spirit r/o 
God, and in that fedate quiet an rfal-frameof'S Pirie that 
was found with him under 'this pence open 0, hich 
manitefted'it {elf; when he had atiy 
ſaid of him as of Job of old, Fob, 1. y.22. So "ul Os Pins 
noe, \nor-tharged Gd fooliſhly: '(Lmi LA here give: {<me account 
of his Experience, bur 1 ſhall defer hat a little longer. 

There was Mercy not only in ſuſtaining his'Soul, but his body 
alſo; for ſo ſoon as the Firs were oft, he could now eat his meat 
whether the fits were'long or ſhort, - - ©»? 

Alſo he had a partial i not a total) freedom from his-F Fits in the 
later end of the.yedr 1662 For the {pace of Near ten Weeks; -and 
this wasa great Mercy. 


— — _ ww 


——  J-_—_ 


Chap. II. of or: er Swanging, and Wirins ging Aa: 


F he were __—_— his Feet | in the time of the moderate ſhaking, 
and made any offer to go, -be coud-go'nd way but backward, and 
{o hecoukd go, and ts keep {rom ruhnihg;/ he could not _ 

uy 
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dily. tay birfelf ; if he ſought to fer a ſtep forward, either his 
trouble wonld ſtrike inward and then he ſhould look gaſhly 3s a 
Dead Man('yet not ſenfible of ficknels ) his Spirits exceedingly 
quenched, failing and yielding as when a Man is giviog up the 
Ghoſt; or elſe he was neceſſitared to go (idewiſe in the manner 
aforementioned. 

. Orelſc he was. Swing/ed round, round, round, till he fell cown, 
if none were by him to hold him up. . If. any attempted to ſtay 
him-whben he was inthe ſaid motion, and-before he was ready to 
fall, he ſo.attempting «though a ſtrong man) would alſo be ſwin- 
gled young, round. like a Feather, untill he fell off. | 

| Yer-at ſome times ( before Swingling } if he would force him- 
ſelf ro and Rill he couid, bur if he would go it muſt be thoſe 
veays : ſtirring ſometimes to go forward two or three.ſteps, he 
ſhould be forced as many more backward and ſometimes his leggs 
crolled, thus he bath tryed half an hour: together'and could not 
get forward:the breadth of a houſe, but giving liberty'to himſelf 
then to go backward, he could go with great {wiftneſs that way: 
Sometimes lifting up his foot to go ſtreight on, his leg hath been 
lifred up a great height and muſt ſtand there, he could not get it 
down again whilſt one might go near forty paces;this was but fel- 
dom, 'the other often: - n | 21 | 

In the: Winter 1693, then it. came to 4 — 4 
Palſy; head and body, and not many violent Fits, buc ſhakingall 
the day long,: from the rime of his rifing, till night (ix or ſeven a 
Clock, and then went off with a ſharp ſhaking Fir. 

At the beginving of the ſhaking he could neither eat nor drink; 
nor__ all. .the day long, till it was off | at ' night about tix 4 
Clock 3- afterward he could eat, if he would: walk up and down 
in the -Houſe cating. -If be felt choſe nippings in his head, he 
auſt keey it-in his Month: untill che fear and amazement was 0- 
ver, and-then chew aud Gvallow - it down, -and thus: by degrees 
he could: eat a Supper; . but if he ceaſed walking and fate down 


| {as many times/he did for tryal ) by that time he had:eaten 8 or: 


Morſels either he could not riſe off the Seat he faceron,” 6rico 
not ſpeak, - or elfeicould not! Keep! the: Seat, byireaſon of Violent 
ſhaking, avd thustecontinued; about+ 16 -or 19. Weeks!!! | © 1 
. Some chat ſympathized wich hiavin this condifion;did/fer fome 
time 2part $0 wait : wpon God in Prager, on his. behalf; and then 
$ was 


Gr 
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ws there a. ceſſation of theſe Fits, as an Emineft return of 


rayer. A 2.1 4 | | 

; After that for the ſpace of ten days he had-a reſpite, an inrers 
miſſion ox; breathing time, a little reviving in this Bondage; '@1d 
then they came to their former courſe again, as to ftamping,ſhak- 
ing and skipping in the uſual manner, bur not exceeding 8 Firs in 
a-Week, whereas before he had 8'or 100or 12 or more in a days 
this was in the Summer time. ; 

_ Afterwards they ceaſed from ſhaking Fits, and came'to Wringing 
Fits. ' His Hands lying one upon or in another would Wring one 
out of the other, and then the: fore-finger would riſe up firſt;and 
ſo thereſt one after another, till all mer, iz. the Forehinger of 
one hand with the fore-hnger of the other hand.the Second finger 
of one hand with the ſecond of the other, and fo for the reſt ; at 
fome times they would be-ſpread abroad finger from finger of the 
fame hand' fa:wide as if one-would havetbeen rent from the other. 
Whenthey-were all mer as aforeſaid, then they would gradually 
by a flow motion be raiſed above the Crown: of his hat, till his 
hands claſped'both together faſt about his Neck, and then were 
Immovable till chey._did of their own accord remove, and then 
they were wrung Backward, -and.the Palms of his hands turned 
upward at his Back, and then were carried'by degrees under” his 
Armtholes. till.chey. met right: behind; and« were carried'up to 
his: Shoulders, with much-Pain:zndi{o'as Craſhing abour'rhe 
hy ny been heard by: ſtanders by 4thefe Firs are'ſo Tervidle 
as he felrthem a-great while after,. and doth tothis Day : then 
they: were - t back again, the'one hand. ro his Mouth. then 
to-bis Eye, and:the: orher-\firerched: our as af he- bad begen-ſhoor- 
mg.is a Bow drawibjir co:tbe utmoſt; afrerthavone hdad: wonld 
be carried right apias;highas poſſible Nd as 2vd-the-other 
right down\at the amerime,h llirhart woln'd about part of the 
Chair; afterwardcthat:whict: was-upward.came downvratd, and 
. that which wasgokunward went upward as-'before, then ſome- 

LINES WINNE: math : various motions unurterable, as'it his 
A. eticern irnelfed, rewand torn from his Body. - 

- feet t64;his:hands would be ftiliprunleſshe: forced then to 
his: Thig 'then they would'fly.our and bear one agaifft anv- 
ther very {martly; and ihe durfichoc (eek wo akerrhe morion. Or 
U one hand dit} at any time-get'holg of che orher, it was fo wen 
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asf it woune tear it in pieces ; If any did ſeek to hold him in a © 
Chair ( thoughthe were 2 man of ftrength) yet/he was eaſily caſt 
off, and it added' to his' affliction, made It the more fierce if any 
actempted coftop the Motion. 7 

Above-half: 'an hour would theſe Wringing Fits continue, 
and all that white no' ſhaking: 

When his hands had lon then his head was wrung the one 
&7 39, and his moath the other contrary way, the former fo far 
till he did ſee right behind him, and there ſtood a Conſiderable 
time the his head wonſd be turned the other way till he ſaw 
right behind, and his Mouthnor fo drawn, and thus Ay 
and\forward Five or Six times zafter that his head wonld'befli 
and his Body 'wrung almoſt off the hair,and then the Fit ceaſed. 
His Legs have fome times been drawn under the Foot of the 
Chair, and ow ſer faſt for a Confiderable time. | Every Day he 
had-oneoF theſe Firs.” ae = Frets 
hoes Oe jan Friends bein , aly/ affected "th tis Con; 

iladalid bot | brett Reval whore h 

_— "Ne $ {4 
was "= upon kneeling. oh Tei 
Ny phephpaſerh i it LAS (hed Opin ie hain. 


edto g 
{fidewile ) andhis Head was Tgaher up Sek] bus 
| FH ID wide open nas fucks a diſtance as if his Jaws, ſhould 
beeti {hit aluitderthi being doubled w_ Fats 
orher 


feror > < Re ron 


his whole Body was wy nie up3 Sy -_ Jong | ga 
hebraks foreh ho Roaringour in a hi Det, 
ner till he wss almoſt Tpent and hike 4 nn -man, © ws Wo 
while he made x blowing with his Mouth and Noſtrits, that the 
noiſe thereof was like that of the Smiths Bellows when itixred, 
which ARions v ere 2 great diſturbance;yet they went eve on Ty is 
in the” Lord, till he {ate ſtill and quierly among them, and 

h he heard bur the ſound of the . Words, could nor give At- 
ka or uſe aftection, by rexforr of his Extremities iq his Fits ; 
Yet the Lord appeared here _ as a God hearing prayers ; and 

Was 
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1 was intreated hy others for him, ſo for aschac from that very day 
for the ſpace of two and twenty weeks be had a freedom from5hking, 
Wringing fie: ; only when he hath advencured co joyn wich: orhers 
in Prayer, or ſuch exerciſes; he hath found ſuch d{abJementand 
thacrerings 2s were fir{t mentioned, but inſoyed immunicy Gom 
thoſe dreadful firs which before he was moleſted with: © *._ 

Alſo he hae an enlargement of his Spiritual Liberty in Gme 
cegree from this time 3 for, whereas for a great while together 
he could not read four verſes of a Chapter,-nort hardly: wrae his 
Q\4n name, without ereadful affrightinents and -amazements; Jois 

- of Speech and. other ſad ſymptoms 3, that Summer ang:elpecitHy 

ſince thatewo and; ewenty weeks, he .hath been able toreatc- 

ther the Scriptures or other Books; Jowerges an hour acynrt 

and could alſo write, moſtly without wearineſs. -,- 
Before I paſs on, I ſhall briefly hint whagche Game of. his Sh 
rit, Was 4s to matter of experience, under the bee terrible lpentesions 
He was defirous to-ſee friends, but itwasa great ctoluiblerotim, 
Roos exrrale be muſt. ga 


(O, MS: (1-47 unto nl 6.487 2600 
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And fo Sermay upon IG account n_ Divine rerogative 4 ; Vis 
heart hath: been quieted : he may do with his Creatures whathe 
leaſeth, ,and there hath been deſerved infinitely more. Such hath 
FE the mercy of God. .rowards him, that for the moſt pare 
LE body. was: more tyred out, than his Spirit. Only twice he 
yon, . little working of diſcontent. 
he had ſome fear leſt that quiet which he had, ; ould 


-——— — 
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me bat a carnal quiet, through the careleſneſs of his own Spi- 


Ne pleaſed the Lord oreſently ro leave him co ſome diſcon- 
rent of Spirit about it, and at chat rime his Fits were not by ma- 
ny degrees (o high as formerly or ſince; this: frame coninned 
bur a day and a night, and the next morning after the Lord con- 
vinced him of the evi) of it, that he had been diſcontented with 
his hand, when he jay'd it ſo lightly upon him, in compariſon of 
what he experienced: formerly ; he ſaw wiſdom, goodnels/and 
mercy -in God, even in leaving him to be diſcontented ; the 
Lord turned, this to his good. and helped him againſt ir, letting 
him ſee thatcontentment cometh from him ; it is of the 0 
make a man contentedin any Affliction : Content was the 
and none of his, 'he cogld no h 1 his own Spirit, 

other rime. afcer he injoyed ſome reſpice from firs, and God 

Fl been often ſought concerping it z he found a great uniting: 
neſs to come ander the yoke again; he con{idered che manner. of 

the 2Miicion,charGod did firike'at him in reſpect of his Ordinan- 

ces that if he. came near where he was worſhiped, ucon _ 

ks with heavier ftroaks chan at other times; phing the 

Wo neue Oe! weeks reſpite, he-had {i of me 

> te Peopjeof Oo od g6ticrally ſou Es 

E "1d | excommuni 
wet Feaer 36.000 a care id. 


7 6 > teh he had this 25.2 quiet tg; his 
Spirit 'T wait on the Lord, To wait fqr God. } It. 1s: better to 
No for God in the” 


a mercy ſometimes, than 
ercy us defire; Ol WE Es, God ofor 
bed by. ar YON God, out iy ya jr 
mercy ad'is honouring of us. 
eds Soipare cameo his thought, Hab. 2, 3, The 7 Iſoow 
i& for an appointed thme, but at the.ens Le ſbet ſpeak,, waie fe oor 
Vifionis of Udine thek are tobe waited for; | His. vowil 
neſs now , was p q his. be 4 broggh 
walt 7 ve , though CEE a ; gw 
woy d give elivera 6 if he did Eben 39 3 _ 
*' He'w#$ wonderfully, quieted and arE > it t&; 
will of God 'and unleſs cheſe rwo: times he wa ound ſuch 


diſcontent. and 'thus the Lord did help him over it, and his firs 
returned to their old courſe again. Clnp. 
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Chap. Iv. ( of other Fits diſabling for eating of bis meat, and 
fome continuing twelve waar, ; alſo Kneadirg Fits, 


A the two and wy weeks of ſuch freedom, his Fits returned | 
again to theit former courſe of Stamping, Shaking, and 
Skipping, but thele fewer .in number, - and with incermifſions, 
ſomerimes 2a amy py together. 
' For” the ſpace of about three weeks he hid none-of thole 
Fids, ufileſs he did offer to eat his meat, and chen_he. could 
auejiown above four morſels at a time before. ie ſhould.. be caſt 
re:fach a Condition as he could neither tif hand nor. toc 
Un {peak 2 word for the ſpace of near an hour after, and whi 
that nr M been-in his mouth hisjaws have been cloſe Fe 
Moffel aſl naive be bong on: or, CR 
er ſaccour or refethmenit during that t 
bur align and thin Broath'z (0 that bs brought 
low, and he to famiſh, © 
Fhen che Lord was ſought unto in that caſe mY and that ve- 
berg» he oe eat's or. 10  morſels, and the bent $7 he 


could 
AFRetnee 1 E 5 bold n 
SAT Co to-firs bk Nate her k pd Yarts C 
his moved:asF'bhne limb in SY 
nether, his hands in ſuch E-ohry as his rd, og bar 


ly be diſcerned therein ; and ſo his 1 lo, _—_ 
ly 5this laſted a fourtnight longer, ns ime that he is FL 


wis HOT 'to rhe hi &. to. this 
aloft heandfrom tt t me forivard fr 
Zoo ; except 45 in the ge ens 
yy the + Spied 1665. i carne to ſhake him. like 2.01 ogerate- pal- 
iy in <s head ſeveral weeks together :. Relves” ours the fit 
"every day 3\the fthing fit ofa ten fo day, nd went off 


Fg 


» 
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ago of. woo rogong bi cl evi king like, 4 Ng, and 
wrong itt 2 oF rt (81 "ns far 
Rath ie or kX "in coal Gert? 
| Eire: e fon no. ex al 
hours * ny Went; te al times. buc { ge 


been' eo toeatho Bb cath 0 mon we 10 fear that he ſhould A 
- raging mid and fly upon the people, yet never did any hurt. Th 
e 
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The Lord was ſoughe unto: for that alſo, and he ws prefent 
tilltwo Prayed, and had forr of the Roaring How ling Fits ;and 
from that ' Day ; for' the ſpace of ten days he was free from the 
* Shaking and'other Firs. Then they came again like a Pal} for 

about 1 : Days,then Skipping firs one in a Day; after that he had 
R6dring fits again. but with intermifſions three or four Days, or 

a fourtnight. . , | 
* -Alfo inthe aforementioned Roaring fits, as he lay on his Back 
on' the Bed, his Hands and Legs were crawn right upward one 
Leg againſt one Arm and Hand, 'and the other Leg againft the 
other Arm and Hand, and {o'ſtood right up for ſome time, then 
they would falldown and be'raifed vp agamin the fame rmaner, 
three or four times in a facghis fingers being ſtretched fo wide as 
if they would have Parted and been Rent one from another 
and at one tirne when his Hands and Legs were'ſo ſtretched up- 
wards, at the ſame-time his Body was lifred np from the Bed 
chree-or four times, and falling down again upon che Bed,he was 
aRed thns up and down without his purting forth - any Natural 
Power to promote fuch a Raiſtng up of his Body from the. Bed. 

Alſo during the ſame time as hedid lye upon the Bed, his 
were drawn Backward and gathered up to his Back parts, filÞ 
his Head being upon the Pillow, theri his Head hath been raiſed 
forward by degrees to his Knees, 'and they being met wonld lye 
rogerher F. little ſpace, and then looſen orpart again and rhe 
Fit-go oft. - 

Alſo ſometimes his Head hath bent backward off the Pillow, 
and then his Legs have been fo gathered up as his Toes ſtood on 
che Bed and-his Back bent like a Bow, and fo” they ſtood for 
forme ſpace of rime, the chief refs being upon che teet, Neck, 
dbd Back; 2X4 then returning back again the fit lefr him. 

Thus whew'hE&harh fard. his Bed ſhould Comfort bim, and did 
lye dowtifor eaſe'; he'trath 'found rhe contrary, that-there they 
_ I as' Violent fits,” and his Shakings more tedions to bear 

an if vp. -- q 

Alſo ſome Fits have kept hours kke an Ague in their coming, 
that exaQly the ſame hour in which they came this Day, they 
would come the nexr Day; and {6 in-after days; he for a giver- 
fiori hach pat himſelf upon ſuch an exerciſe of- Body and Mind, as 
might be moſt likely to put by the thoughts of 'it 3 but his bx 
wo 
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would return.the very Hour agd Minute as in the former Day, 
2nd whatever poſtures his Arms were found in at chat inſtant; 
that chey were kept in for a Conſiderable time 3-as if one Aras; 


were {treiched right ont, he couldnor draw it inagain; but muſt * 


ftand m that poſtyre a great While. 9 \cheag 
_ His.difability for attendance upon God in Ordinances. till con- 
tinued, In the Year 1665. he was (o far from joyning with others 
in a&s of Worſhip, that if he attempted himſelf ro go to Prayer, 
if he were upon his Knees he had ſuch. Smitings in his Head, 
that he could not without much difficulty raiſe up his Body ; IF 
he ſtood to Pray, ſoit was alſo, his Countenance changed, and 
he reeled and ſtaggered, and was not able to ſpeak a Word ;- So 
likewiſe if he aſlayed to doit walking in his Chamber ; only he 
had aliberty for an Ejaculation or cwo, and at ſometimes lifring 
up his Heart for half aquarterof an-bour together ; he hath cry- 
ed when he hath gone firſt to Bed, and it was (o with him. for a 
great. while there alſo, he could not proceed for. theſe Nippss 
But for ſome Monthsfa that year he was free of thefe Nipps,be- 
ing affrighred out of it, s.'e. Out of: Praying work, with dread- 
ful Repreſentations. 
& For, when he was certainly awake he had diverſe times the 
Apparition of diverſe faces, he never knew any of them, bur 
Hers who diſcovered her ſelf to be a Witch; his freedom from 
theſe Terrible Apparitions was alſo a'return of- Prayer: and in 
regard he is apt td conclude a deluſion of ſenſe herein, hence 1 
ſhall nor here give any further Particular account of thole Appa- 
ritions, only as it is neceſlary in the relating the manner of ſome 
following fits ; although I underſtand not how it could any way 
darken this ſtory. ſeeing in former Days .it hath been a common 
thing for the Devil to Appear. in ſeveral ſhapes; there were ſuch. 
Apparitions, and itis doubtle(s one' precious Priviledge atrend- 
ing the bright thinnings forth of the Glorious Golpelz that fance 
there hath been a greater freedom from.-theſe,than in foregoing 
Ages, and ordinarily Satan hath fallen before ic -like Lightning 
from Heaven. | | 
But to return toour Story, about this time (1665 ),When the: 
Lord hath given him any. Incermifions or 'fre2doms from his fits, 
for ſome days, a night or-two,before their return again when it) 
Bed, hehath been caſt into a heavygels and. benumneſsas if ing 
eep, 


HITTER ah — —_ 
et 


_ Saxe,. with ſome Ineerhon and then Fats 
Won ſhe manor ll he hath ſeemed | or En | 
- Fore and'come to hi art lgot *, 
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"yet not - any Were on the other hamber, he 

een: yhar they FE ; aftet habe hack da ylow a3 if a puich 
ragith ier 'on his Breaſt. Side;or ſhoulder,{pon after 

45 fora ones e in the ame” manner; Preſeprly as if a Hard 
did Gy Rm and then aXneading or hit Side or Breaſt, (aS if Bread 
had been kneading there ) for ſome ſpace,” untill he tiath been 


pert next Day or * Day after, the Firs h 
cheſe Kneading Fits he hath chruſt down his hand and flemed 
roCatch a Hand, and pur it into his Mouth and bite it 5 at one 
rang he thought it was a Thumb that he did Bite, and. it was0b- 
ker 6 be bout the ſame time,. She ( that ſince hath confeſſed 
v5 be ROW. ih) was ſeen ts wh 4 great. x Tort 

Jo oy rx found pc was hurt; a Lp 
e, her Ep was fi wit ON 2s 

ny Rees to Bi lp hp ng rn ge 
about a Year he was yew m Sins way: of Kneading, and (ance 
the ao yy yp as din Arms, and as handling his back- 


parts: to. rroable «and. affrightmeat ; theſe Were bur 

. H Ain All ur 6.6 bility to; joy ith 'Others in 

e ®. Dako mr SOrting of F od, of eee 
timſelf” to anyd OY OTTIvE ordinarily; bit { Gough the 


Mercy of the Eord ) had more Liberty for ordinary, Com 
Diſcourfe, "by may Degee, a before that time 3 he could 


ny "Merl UE Tra plea nf 
Ago de la hi EY 
AT he beat EE 


hrs } 


ms (bop! ) did 
Confelſs 


SY Abre Hh nip by TL (for | * he a 
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Conle to. Fs C. Tha She had been In rumental to AMi@ this 

gtches, 2 ne thany more. Codes ut. irtle as 

IE ind neſs me ſer a rime ap i to ſeck the, Lord, that 

Confefs'more'z and there was 4 manifeſt 

anſwer nopld pr ver ty the ſame day; when chey were Praying, or 

that Evening, of Her own accord She ſaido thoſe in the Houle, 
that She auld not tell them all. 

And then pate bed, Shak, TIE made a leapue with he 


A = Fat Th { co it by a; FEE: Tn 


lh afd She Ift the; 
paſer 7H T us 


bk dra 
i Afr th =D -£ - _ "= e oun 


Witch, ay in = = _ = ( whonys She ploved Mopeth. 


edoto Her, Ind fi 
at F, af 
' _' _ ., +whyShe 
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I iſh he Bop Hes Temp to in 2h 
M eee hag ſent 1 ers Nw (aig that She 

y IT it was ill, She could if 

OY Devil! AE Ws WE et till She had 
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its 2ddidg, that he never did her hurt, but had been loving and 
kigd to-her, ingivingher Money: for She was Poor: ), bur Sho was 
_—_ worſe to Wim.” 7:5 2mot (M52 1 3 
lakinicoder» about his birthing, in the afrennicnctoatd 

Knead & Fits; She id rhat bei had bitredzoo: bard forietimes-- 

id, fir were poſſible She would never fend hier Imp to 
hin dy 4dding. O chat:I could nor, it would be ' happy for 
you, and more Happy for me. 

* When She would 'have, Confeſſed more to him, She was ſtop- 
ed inher Throat and coule "Hot, ſaying if She could tell all, there 
ence, be Mercy for her: | 

eaxlſso id, If She vive robe. Hangel preſently She had: no! 

Hand in his Roaring Firs. 21+ 
" = Women Searched her and found the Tett She ſpake of, 
Dare Yooy, Bat Whole; but ——_— a «> 7a _ a few 

c was AH OVEr AS 1 t 
ty like hotrbror bare ; 8 00e _ ſearched 
Mehr CP rod in the: fans 
greatromblinganoiſesnlfb'She waxpone di- 
hcs 46d vhs ſton, Wawring abroad indiftant-places. 
Ughe pes \ before. whey ing of and ' fome 
ve 
14 6P!het free22nduViotnacaey.:Cont 
had a Familiar Spirit, and that She had been 
ATE weretakerw;-but-one ftandingup” 
'& Thar if-he Bewitched none har \Spareber,and' dingy fad 
ſach as they are, She ſhould never b# Hznged by him. 
And thus notwith(ianding what could be witneſſed againſt her, 


ond chome Kh6-oibiccas poine « of. 4.2wavas 
nf Beni=d ebr-2112 ry © 


14} 246 J)G { 3 <DD<.11$31k 35 JI 
catrany exceufetlic mitter 
of RB OererF Fades hook. mice bylaing tate Dito 


thote ichiat converted with-her 3.and was alto evi 3 for bein cing 
; TSTESS and therfame queſtion deing pur co her a conſtr 


- cou anſwers vetore 3 J and'cheretore the 
LCH - Ni i SIN ? Y 
CE nn Rmargactticdcd with Herwrank, the 


moins, 0 __ nantier of her decoming #- 
Witch 
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Witch and herhurting Mr.:$parchet, but was not fo readyto con- 
feſs her being the death. of thoſe, ore-mentioned, and grew 
ned to deny ſome things before acknow! - 
Kg could: noti{ _——__—— On but deeply: 
an;: andprocure art (quietment, x6-ſee-that his caſe, 
_ d tach a<aſe ſhoukd/be fo diſt m—— by men, bur Rill he in- 
couraged bimfelf in the Lord his God ; and ſoon after ( if not the 
next day) reading by courſe ( for now he had liberty to read) that 
in; Eccleſ.. 5.'v. 8; If thou ſecſt the oppreſſion of the poor,, «nd violent 
pervert ing of judgment: and juſtice in a Province marvel noF at the mat- 
ter, for he that i higher than the higheſt regardeth,) andthere be bighr 
er than they. ''This did wariderfully relieve him, as to their-aR- 
ings, he had nothing todo againſt them, this was enough to him 
he could ſay, thou &.ord regardeſt it, tal go mow! men men age 
nothing. of it, and his heart was w 
Somme Excited him 20/eratchthe Witch: or 
no-diſpolition 7 ine mroe 9h his heart was ſo-tender 


it;.chough hi ES 


i this BOOr 


20,'22. 'Say not how, 1-jtl; an 
he ſhall eve thee { be was doin 
Taree and that, Dewr132. v.35, J9, 1414 13h Was 2:6 


him that abi foe foul ide i de times, ah Var 7 
baſe. ; af tharerbe 22y fwch imaans 2Mitic 
Es 
Clup. VI. of bis Dunb firs, al o Sharing andotber fr; pc: 
«ly bindring him in traveling, Y: ; 
” lien p 


ſome thanths be (ola ler 20h be polo: 
houſe,yec Zrewpe eo © g0 o_ 's ns Tote be 


<0 "has oi JC ll e701. 6 ; i-81 


2 mc; pay rn Pero eek po 
remain 0 
gain to his houſe, where be oald ether fic or wall = 


leſs ; theſe would go off and ſpeech return ordinarilyC INE potal; 
"I without any violent motion; theſe were every; Mes) wye 
n 


ſome part ofthe time he had a moderate. 
"Ib; worticeel i 


all rhe: day long,: from the-cime of w__ 
CT laicin his bed, and then 
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yn then be, could 6 pears te 3 If he leaned his head againſt any tlu0g, 

they _ iately \was/gone, nor coald he move his 
fe was the place; ge himſelf on the ſeat w hereon he 

'ir was pulledaway, or they did yg give him Tobacco 3 and then 

it would go inco outward ſhaking again, 

"He had the uſe of his ſenſes in this time, knew what they 
2bour him ſaid and did. 

In thoſe years 1655 and 1666 he had Roaring Fits, his mouth 
being ſtretched open, and =2 violent Fits, and thoſe wich, 


hindred trayel were (u 

Sometimes he had ber 0 'walk i in th je hat or Vir Hay 
if ke atterypred to 9 go ro The Field Held, oo 
bi te in th his feet 2 nailed led fohe 


that by a] noone he ould uh uſe,” e'could not remove. 
the Hem cher erable*ri 
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After 4 fits ceaſed, if heat Fpres.: to TS he ſhould ſoon 

be buckled, bis knees bbwins as 1 he were WI andif E 

offered ro'right up himſelf, thenh as bf php eWiGe AS-MU 

ſo he muſt rerurh home in that poſture, .beariag pn; his rges. on- 

ly 3 and. ſo he could travel thus. bowed down, -,buc ;he 
offere &to raiſe up his Body, then he could not ſtay bimſe 

fell to the, ground, and riſing up after a little time revived; 

if he offered to g0 again a few rod, he was buckled and bowed 


down'asbefore. ben . ; 
'Q + MEN have preſent Wen, he een 
Ns Wes Fes I IE 
ky ll t the 
HI eve Hin up; er be the reaps Ke + 
oY uld Fs figs (7 gh to mime it, EE ne- 
ono! ENT Ant; "oF Kone bs  YEAE: 


Fr wrt fatty He 
Je. Offers 
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bebina bim, the palms uprard on his back 
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bowed low toward. one fide,. his face turned : upward z he 
hath heen' hurled round, round, round, in: the: yard till at; the 
dogr, and. then being helped i into the houle, was cauſed 40 {ax in 
a air. 

n fuch'a condition he remained untill the death of that Wo- 
man Which confefled her ſelf ro be a Witch, with fits. of one 
kind or another above mentioned. 

And the two laſt years. befor or death, | he had no-liberty 
ither to Pray or to;joyn with others,in Prayer, or other Religi- 
ol exerciſes more thin is before expreſſed. 
.  Alio, when ſome:haye faid they could believe for. his full 
freedom; he hd not {uch'a Faith; bur.in the time of his fics he 
bath gxroeſtly deſired of God ( as he was able ) that he would 
= Wo ” Sou) £4 a Faith abqut geliverance with ſubmiflion to 


l,.an t were ſis. pleaſure, thathe would gjve hima 
EN Ne ou Fl prlvere apwath 
hach "fljus pic” fognd, Fes | heare mpnder fully 
over- 


ow wii; Lp carried out this, way J- to Gas commie 
al to him, be quiet in- the will of God. ay and ber hs alone till time 
cogietb. ; Neither was there any thing of Faith further this way. , 
© the deliverance than, befgre, bue that if che Lord law, it for 


own Glory he watdgeliver pe. >. SaitagP"L -iv7g! lod 1590 91 
:Y'IL. Of chings af. 267] obſer vgjipspu- the -vjms of 
t £ re gener er UAKEOR $12 - ths -, 0 
is Fits, and. EG Fas rs ie ror ro 
more. 
FE were has ings, rkable in the foregaſt ; Years, 
L Eh ed ip any runs Ripgh 
; TL & * «WW —q cho, 
WF. We ger or "GR t been in, in 
is 
© da failure ws Spirits which did ha him 


. amazement ; yet he did not 
| hy rabp QC: lon-preſepts., or any thing 
: Wd Now, it in Wrtebialeth 

1094 Ao that endea- 
v Tues art amazeaiens and af- 
Forint "Woul Fr po Mazeiens 
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Or he found it contrary viz. an, amazement and affrightmenr, 
cauſed by a. working in the Crown of his Head, and. a Failing 
of Spirits following that ;' this wotking in his Head was aboye 
a third part of the way from the Crown,. downwar round 
about, and ' when ever that came preſently a failure df Spirits 
followed, as it his very Life would, have gone away; he felr 
ſuch 2 quenching of Spirits that he knew not how to, ſubſiſt, 
Yet felt no Pain till the amazement was over, and then foun 

\ ir only: in that part of his Head where the Working was, and 
not elſewhere. 

When he hath- imployed his. mind with ttuch, earneftneſs a- 
bout any Civil Buſineſs,as Writing ahbd Innieng any matter, 
he- could continue = longer herein, Ys out ſuch ſhatterings, 
_ in hearing a Sermon or fach Religious Brecyes 6 ons it 

th been-in latter times, 'but in. the former yeary'o f his: its 
cul not a& in eicher, So int makingup, ofaccounts or reckOies 
he hath found ſome terns, Yer could* recover, get into by 
Work' again and accomp 

Whereas if he inet A Relieicas Exerciſe, ft the mere 
of failures of ſpirit, then if he ſer himſelf ro regard 
ro what was next to boy cg he knew it, bur ſhould quay: 
Ce nexe wy un bel irandf Fo TESS of 

es over [1 Olt 1t 
other ſentence | Broan over and over with Eflayegc tonexr an 

Alſo under chefe fatling of 'Spirits,' NE Working of Head, 
there was a Manifeſt Charge in his Conuntenance, Staring with bis 
Eyes, like one —_— ch a Paleneſs in bis Face during this 2- 
ſtoniſhmenr A — Se in the fon! bu Wind, 
vety deep with ingand oem euaeg | $ 


race; and in an Inſtant revived _again', and New.” 
nee 'and' | did + 
coll a ae is in failing bf Spirits'by fickhEſs," b 


he hath been under Torturing Fits, cill 


ON 
eſs ſpent, and | yes Rem ched du DE 
{ ban t 1e ret 
Dead-rman, -yer after 'a' (=p, | Pl 
recovered, walked i , - ' appr 2%: 
odly- hach found ' ſorerieſs '&- 
could eat his Mear- and La 
as hindr ed Eatibg or'T ery 
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Heuſe, he could ſoon'return home again ; Whereas  ſtanders by 
have thought he could not have recovered orſtirred all che Day ; 
This was by the upholdifg hand of God, beyond what is ordi- 
narily found where the Body hath been ſpent by Natural 
Diſtempers. 38's 

Alſo whea he had many weary days ſpent with Violent Fits, 
yet ( through the Mercy of the- Lord) he hath refted very well 
211 the Night, and hath been much refreſhed by the Morning, 
yet within a quarter of an hour after awakiog (when that was the 
brdinary time for the Firs ro come, as when they kept-hours like 
an Ague ) he hath found a return of them in Bed before he did 
ariſe, and there hath had chem in ſuch Violence, that the ver 
Bed and Chamber hath ſhaked z Here the Lord did vouchſafe 
great favour to him, in affording the Comfortable reſt of the 
Night, when yet his Bed was not his'freedom;.it was only the 
Work of God to give him'fleep. -_/ © 1179 1196 1h 

3. In any of bus Fits, Numb, Dumb; Phiſy, Convnulſive * at (the 
worſt, yet he was ſo far ſenſible; as' the briew every Motion of his 
own Hands or | Feet,” every Noiſe, when Hallowing; -when *HowP 
ing, when Barkiog;'at the time-'his Mouth was abour'to be 
opened, he kgew what it would come to,: and ſometimes did to 
his Fojiet-oindle it; /hath-g6tteg his Monch: together-co ſtop It; 
bur it by woke po open ina Dreadty!ll 'nianner - he knew 
what he ſhodld have done Mid cond not,” ss When he-ſhoald fep 
forward ard coald not; he knew what he did, #1d whar others 
did, or '{aid-to-him of one tg another. - * 

In his Roaring Fits he had no Pain to cauſe him to Roar, but 
it ' was a forted- ation; the: Violence of 'Firs *eauſed Paityor 
ſeqwy buc 116 Pain! fele"Gnſed any ſuch erying out! - f- 1 

4. Tn "al theſe Afſiiftons © and witheat Motions of | Body, tbe 
Suſtaintd no Daniage or Hurt, unieſs onoe or 1witd beating- the 5kin 
off 'his' Finger ahtf Ancle 4 he hath been-io Fits abroad, yet-in 
any of them hath not fallen down” bat once (unleſs as afore- 
menrioned-as when any Crofled the Motion) and then falling in 
Hyerd,his Body towled till ir cane! co IT che Houſe 3'bttr 
neither chen*not-at'other times: he-rece oh Ky prejudice nivre 
than was aforementioned. 07/13 

5. Often in ”raying times where he hath been preſent, and 
Occaſion hath been to mention the Dewth and it hath been asked 


that 
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that if it were by Satan (before it was diſcovered } that God 
would rebuke him ; he hath found hereat a grinding of Teeth, and 
fuch an alteration as if the Devil himſelf would oppoſe what 
was ſpoken. 

6. He often made obſervation that in the Old of the Moon, be hath 
been. ordinarily worſe than either in the New or Full Moon, Allo 
he hath obſerved that in the former and latter Spring he hath in- 
joyed the greateſt freedom from his Fits, as in the Moaths called 
March and April, and alſo ſometimes in February, and ſo about 
September and Oftober, and when che Weather did grow cold then 
kis Firs uſually returned. 

7, Ordinarily after taking Phyſick, be was the worſe ; often Phy- 
fick- did greatly increaſe the Violence of his Fits, all the time 
of his taking it, and after ceaſing to take, they would return 
to the poſture they were in before. ' 

About two years before the Violent Fits left him, he had ſome 
reſpite from Fits for ſeveral Days before he began with Phyſick, 

the firſt Day wherein he took. it he had a Fit, and fo one Fit 
every Day that he was; taking, till it came ts the laſt Doſe, 
which ſome occaſion) he deferred, and that Day of omiſh- 
on he had no Fit, the Day following he did take it, and then had 
2 Fit, and fo having finiſhed ig be bad no Fits for me time. - 

He geliſted Phyſick almoſt ewo years before: his Violent 
Firs ceaſed, and yet the laſt Fits were very, Violent, - - | 

One Profeffing Phylick, obſerved him in-bis Firs, and conclud- 
ed it -was no ordinary Contradtion of Nerves, but a continual 
Motion ſometimes of all parts, Arins, Hands, Legs, Feet, firſt 
ſlamping his feer, beating upon the ground very ſwiftly and flrong- 
ly, at a great diſtance each from otherz his Arms at the, ſame 
time jog ont with a {wift and Violent Motion, inward and 

outward all at once as faſt as may be, for a conſiderabletime to- 
gether, cill at laſt the Fit went off, leaving him ſometimes 
etched out likea Dead-man. 

Yet in all the Loon of his _ ( _— Eat bis Meat) 
there was not any abatement or Conſumption perceived, no 
Pining away, though there was ſome W of Body by 


Chap. 
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Chap. VIII. Of bis Fits 4 little before and at the Death of the 
Witch , and his gradual freedom ſince , with bus Condition at 
Preſent. 


IS Violent Fits continued until the Thirteenth Day of the 
Month of Febrwery,. 166;. and from that Day he hath been 
freed from them, which was about 8 weeks before the Death of 
that Woman which Confeſſed her (elf to be a Witch; for ſhe 
Dyed about April, 1667. before this 8 Weeks the was under 
Tortures from the Devil, and whecher ſhe had no leifure to ſend 
toand Afli&t him, or whether it were only from God, laying a 
reſtraint upon that Enemy of Mankind Satan. that 
injoyed this Eight Weeks freedom from thoſe Fits, muſt 
be left to others to Judge: it is good to aſcribe all to God z 
but it being thus long before her Death, this argueth chat it 
was no Corroboration of his Imagination by -her Death that 
was the Cauſe of his. freedom, - 
| » he had 'not a freedom from all Fits ſo early , be 
= = a Reſtraint from Travel until .the very time of 


| th. 

" About a Week before ſhe Dyed, 4. Z. ( a Conformiſt ) 
tt Cons © and bes. nn he Ls 
2 it upon i 

could not get one ſtep further forward z he indeavoured very 
earneſtly to go on but conld not z he did get back again in a 
long time and with much difficulty ; and was to make 
many Courtefies (like Women) all che way-back again, with 
many other like ations which were unavoidable. | 

Mr. R. Went to her without him, and came to Mr. Spar- 
cher {aying, he never aw ſacha SpeRacle : for | the Skin of 
her Hands-and Arms was ſcratched or rorn off, hardly one place 
appeared whole as big as his Finger. 

She would not Confeſs to him any thing of Witchery, but 
only this 3 That She-had made an agreement with the Devil, and it 
was now too late for Her to Repent y for ſhe was Da or t0 
this Efe& the ſpake. | 

She kad rwo-Cudgels lay on-her Bed, and he asked her what 
ſhe did with thoſe. - | ul Y 

2 
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She anſwerd, ſhe had them there to Fight with the Devil, 
he did ſo miſuſe her. 

She was there alone, and he dragged her out of the Bed. and 
under the Bed : they below, hearing ſuch a Noiſe, and knowing 
there was no Body with her, they went up and ſhe was Bloody 3 
{he Confeſled ro then) it was the Devil that came to her, 50 
{he . Dyed near the time called Eafter, 1667, 

Mr. Sparcher was under reſtraint. for travel at. the time of 
her Death, and poſſeſſed with ſome fear that he ſhould ſo con- 
tinue-until his Death, becauſe he was foat her Death, and no- 
thing done to her to bring her to Jaſtice, He had not any 
Imagination that he ſhould then have freedom, bur rather limit- 
ed the Holy One of 1/rae! by thinking the contrary. 

Alſo ſhe had ſaid tro ſome perſons. before. her Death, that if 
ſhe Dyed, yer Mr. Spatcher ſhould not be fully Free, for others 
had him in hand as well :as ſhe. 

Bur yet the ſame Week that ſhe Dyed, and the next time af. 
ter when he attempted to viſit Friends, he found a liberty for 
Travel ; and hath injoyed that freedom ever-fance; viz. for the 
Ipace of above two Years. 

Thus Gods thoughts were not as his thoughts, Divine Mercies 
did ſurpaſs his Faith. 

\ And yet the-Lord- would have it known, to be his- Work; 
his will was the determining rule how: far deliverance ſhould be 

ded.; it was not all at once:but gradually, for alchough he 
had then:s freedom from Violent Fits,and ſuch as hindred travel; 
Yet, immediately after the Death of that Woman he: had no 
Liberty for Religious Exerciſes, either to perform them bimſelf,. or 
to joyn with others therein : he remained without. chac freedom 
until the latter end of the September followiog,(wbich was. almoſt 
half 2 Yearg and then, only dereally x ;\ be #r9ed after her Death 
: (as; well as pe Fenn before) Yocally to Pray, : and. conld-er, ' either 
alone or with others ; but as the end of September 1667./ he could 
Mentally Pray a quarter of an hour together or more daily, with 
Invention as clear, and Aﬀection raiſed as high asever before he 
bad Fits 3 and; he had no diſturbance. ..  - 

And becauſe he found ſuch a freedom that way, after ſome 
time he would ery to exprets-.0,, and. when hedid-1o, though he 
did it with a whiſpering | Yun, pc he had mot _ ually 

wenty 


* 
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Twenty words before he found. a ſhattering in his head, lo as he 
was utterly Gifabled for Invention of Expreſſion, and for 2.time 
er not riſe up from his Knees, in caſe he were Kneeling, 

After this he would:Pray Mentally, and flill before the enging 
would try to utter words, but found it as before,laſt his. ſpeech 
and Invention, and reeled and ſtaggered about the: Room, yer 
even when he was worſt of all this way, he knew how it was 
with him. _.” bi ; 

Thus he continued until the firſt Day of the: Month of Faa- 
ary following, when meeting with. a rebuke z one blaming hn 
for what was, his Duty, and refleRing that as the caule of his 
great Affliction 3 though probably there was not any other cauſe 
than Divine Soveraignty for Tryals ſake. 

And as if the Lord would witnels againſt ſuch undye refleRi- 
ons upon this Holy Man ; he returning home, the. Lord way 

leaſed that very Night, (after he met with that rebuke to give 
im 2 Liberty, by himſelf Vocally, ro Pray; he had.tryed the 
Morning before and could nor. mo 

But it: was only by himſelf, he could Pray before 'others, 
but if they defired it,and he did adyenture 3.then that yery nighc 
after he had Prayed before others, he loſt his Liberty of Praying 
by himſelf. and.had.no Liberty that way nor with others forzhe 
ſpace of a Week. naft | 431. 01; 25 aa 
"And then at the Weeks end he had Liberty again Vocally by 
himſelf, and: ſo- continued till. he did Pray, again with others, 
and if .it Were but with one on a fick Bed,.or with more,. it 
was all a Cale, he loſt his Liberty by. it, for. Week ora fort- 
night gs before: | 1 eee, LS 
has, he continued until November. .5. 1668 
Ni a Liberty .to hear one .Pray 3; 


- 


light. be. 
tryed" the, Lords Day. before, to-hear;a Sermon, repeated, a} 
could ti6t; yet now he ©ould, tat, + crmag, reve 4d 
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Only, if his head faileth by hearing others exerciſe, then 
ſometimes he loſeth his libercy of praying by himſelf. or with 0- 
thers exactly for a week, and then it 'returneth again. 

He findeth leſs liberty to hear others exerciſe than, to pray 
himſelf, He can hear a a Sermon if he doth not hear the Pray- 
er before, and ſometimes can hear both Sermon and Prayer, 
but that is ſeldom. 

In caſe he adventureth , uſually he findeth a great diſtem- 
per, diſturbance and ſhatrering in his head, which unfiteeth him 
for any ſervice till it be over ; it is ſometimes procured not on- 
ly by Religious, but other aCtings, as he hath attempted often 
to ride on horſe-back fiace his freedom from Firs, but cannot 5 
Even in the month called May 1669, He tryed, but he found 
that he-Joſt all his firength, could neicher go, ſtand, nor 
ſpeak," nor ſo much ashold a flick in his hand; but was in a 
confufton, his head much diſturbed by che motion of | the 
horſe; yer had a knowledge of all rhings doge or faidat this 
time. | 

And it is.to be noted, that ſince his Fits have left him, he 
findeth no alteration in his body, as to working of hamours any 
other ways more than m—_—_— when he was under Fits or 
before: -Only fiadeth ſome decay of ſtrength by reafon of 
Age, yet he hath more ſtrengch now than he had in the time 

rs. 


And this is the true account of his Condition both former 
and at preſent 1669. Whereby it may be ſeen that he injoyer 
2 wonderful Salvation from the Lord, which all that have 
waited upon God in prayer on his behalf, are to own him in, 
although ( it be but partial not coral.) There be ſome remain- 
ders of bodily diſtempers, yet there is one cauſe to fing forth 
the high praiſes of God ia all the Aﬀemblies ofthe Saines, and 
to ſay, hath God wrought ? 

Tris a mercy that he Hoe waited for, prayed for, and be- 
lieved for, by many iſtians, and now the Lord expe&eth 
the tribure of praiſes. | 

As for Mr. Sparchet himſelf, he is defirous to glorifie God by 
offering up prailes to him. ' 

Whew he had been many weeks under great toſſings formerly, 
ſo as it was a rare thing in fix or ſeven weeks to have one days 

| intermiſhon, 


i | 
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intermiſfion,yet when he had that ſhort breathing, he was quier- 
ed, and did not ſo much make account of liberty, as earneſtly beg 
of God a preparation of heart for what was behind ; and fo when 
he had ten days, or a fortnight, or a months liberty, the Lord 
did then put him upon begging a ſubmiſſive frame of heart for 
what was yet coming. 

Whereas ſince the death of chat Woman, and his freedom 
that did inſue, he is leſs begging ſubmifſion, but more praiſing 
God for what he hath zfforded, and begging an, improving 
Spirit of that freedom. 

It is true, he had not an-abſolute and firm perſwaſion of deli- 
verance e it came,burt at ſometimes was not without Faith 
about 1t, yet ſubmicting it to the Divine Will. That Scrip- 
ture was a. wonderful ſtay to his heart, and a great incourage- 
ment to believe, Rom. 16. v.20. The God of Peace ſhall tread Sa- 
tan under your feet ſhortly. And: that allo of Aeneas, who. kept: 
his bed eight years, and was ſick of ,the Palſie, A& 9.4, 33. Peter 
ſaid unto him, v. 34. Aeneas, Jeſus Chriſt maketh thee whole, 
And indeed this man was eight years and a lictle more un- 
der this Tryal, and ſometimes as if he had been in Pallie 
Fs, but at laſt Jeſus Chriſt hath in ſome meaſure made him 
whole. 

Indeed it was gradually and not all at once ; thus of old, the 
Lord ſaid to the Children of 1/-ael concerning the Canaarte and 
the Hittite, Exod. 23. v.29, I'will not drive them out from before 
theee in one year —vV. JO. By little and little I will drive them out 
from before thee, until thou be increaſed—So the Lord would not 
drive out this mans Diſtempers in one year, . but by little and 
fietlez and it is hopefu} his defiga was, that Spiricually he' might 
the more frucifie and increaſe to the a of his gJori- 
ous Grace through our Lord Jefus Chriſt.” 


FINIS. 


A Poſoript 


WY | 
1 what Canied{ed mith* a near 'Relation.'of M. Spatcher, with 

[abba ht*lrotd after rf time of the” foregoing Narrative, until 
he Dyed, who informed me that he had Fits to the laſt, Shaking his 
Beat), and other © Libs, but nat frequently, fometimes mary weeks 
Þithout 3*yet ordinarily could 'nor Pray or | foyn with" others in 
Prajer: - *Andthbus be contirned-rill his Denth. 
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